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Judges who are honored to have an opportunity to judge koi at a competition should learn the
following basic points in judging.
(1) What are defects and what are faults
(2) Faults are treated in a different examination for a large koi and a small one.
(3) Good points should been taken up rather than faults.
(4) Koi's real beauty appears in its quality.
(5) How well a fish is finished up.
(6) Good-mannered-judging

What are defects?

If a functional part of a koi's body is completely lost, it's a defect. A defective koi is unqualified for
show entry, but if it is found during judging, it should be disqualified on the spot. Both innate and
acquired defects should be treated the same. A partial lack is sometimes treated as a fault, not a defect.
Faults are inferior points in judging.

What are defects?

The following cases show defects and faults.
(1) No barbell at all is a defect. One barbell is a fault.
(2) No eye or one eye is a defect. When on eye or both eyes are examined to have no eye-sight, it

should be also a defect. When its eyeball seems to move under the thinner skin over the eye, it
should be a fault.

(8) No pectoral fin 1 or one pectoral fin is a defect.

(4) A deep scar on a body is a defect. However, that depends on how large of the scar, which part on
the fish body or the fish size.

(5) A scar as large as a few or more scale range that is suspected of being made by a surgery
(including cosmetic surgery) is a defect.

(6) No primary bone of a pectoral fin or a dorsal fin is a defect. When a short bone is found on the
base at the fin it is a fault.

The 42nd ZNA All Japan Show has the new procedure to select Grand Champion

Nominees.

(1) Each judging team (15 teams in total) discusses and selects one nomination koi
out of all the entry koi.

(2) Top three koi are selected in the nomination vote for Grand Champion Nominee.

(3) Each judge (40 judges in total including the head judge) independently cast his/
her vote for Grand Champion among the three nominees.
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